
Laws that segregate, make criminals of people based solely on their housing status, or prohibit certain

people’s right to be in public spaces are not just sad relics from the past. Today, numerous laws infringe on

poor people’s ability to exist in public space. Our Right to Rest campaign stands on the shoulders of social

justice campaigns of the past, as we are working to alleviate poverty and homelessness while protecting

homeless and poor people from unjust laws and ensuring all people’s right to exist in public spaces.

Colorado
HOMELESS BILL OF RIGHTS

Right To Rest Act HB1 6-11 91

Our Right to Rest (#Right2Rest) Campaign in Colorado, California and

Oregon will create legislation that protects the following rights and

prohibits the enforcement of any local laws that violate these rights:

1 . Right to move freely, rest, sleep, and be protected in public space

without discrimination.

2. Right to rest in public spaces and protect oneself from the elements in

a non-obstructive manner.

3 . The right to a reasonable expectation of privacy of your property in

public space.

4. Right to occupy a legally parked vehicle.

5. Right to share food and eat in public.

The Right to Rest model legislation aims to end the criminalization of rest and accompanying violations of basic human

and civil rights for all people, regardless of their housing status. Western Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP) is uniting

local social justice organizations by building a movement to expose and eliminate the root causes of civil and human

rights abuses of people experiencing poverty and homelessness.

Our Right to Rest Campaign is based on our outreach to homeless people in which we documented their experiences with

local police and private security. Here in Colorado we surveyed 431 people in 12 Colorado cities. The civil rights

violations people are experiencing everywhere are very similar. The main “illegal offenses” that homeless people are

being harassed & criminalized for include: sleeping (70%), sitting or lying down (64%), and loitering or hanging

out(54%). We can only expect these type of violations of human rights and dignity to get worse as inequality increases,

affordable housing shortages remain unaddressed, and more local ordinances are enacted without any protection from

state laws.
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The recently published report “Too High a Price: What Criminalizing Homelessness is Costing Colorado”

by DU Sturm College of Law Homeless Advocacy Policy Project, shows that laws criminalizing homeless

people for being homeless have become widespread in Colorado. Colorado’s 76 largest cities have 351 anti-

homeless ordinances. Cities issue citations to homeless residents at a staggering rate. For example, 30% of

all citations that Grand Junction issued are pursuant to an anti-homeless ordinance. The citations that Fort

Collins issues to homeless residents represent 36% of total citations issued. Colorado Springs has doubled

the rate at which they enforce anti-homeless ordinances between 2010 and 2014. Boulder stands out in

issuing camping ban citations by issuing 1 ,767 between 2010 and 2014. By studying the enforcement of five

anti-homeless ordinances in Denver, the report found that in 2014, Denver spent nearly three-quarters of a

million dollars ($750,000.00) enforcing these ordinances.

The criminalization of homelessness is a national problem and federal agencies have recently taken strong stances against

these criminalization practices. In August 2015 the US Department of Justice’s (DOJ’s) issued a statement of interest

regarding a Boise, ID anti-camping case, declaring camping bans and such measures that criminalize necessary life

sustaining activities unconstitutional. In 2015 the US Department ofHousing and Urban Development (HUD) required

local “Continuum ofCare” consortiums vying for a share of homelessness assistance funding to explain how their

communities are combatting the criminalization of homelessness.

All people should be permitted to be in and utilize public spaces, regardless of their housing status. Furthermore, some

civil and human rights that are amply protected for people who have a home have not been defined and applied in a way

to equally protect people who do not have a home. The “Right to Rest Act” aims to redress this by protecting this

essential right of all people. To ban rest for one of our country’s most vulnerable communities is not only inhumane, it is

costly. It wastes resources that should be used to secure housing and not on a revolving door of misdemeanor citations

and criminal prosecutions.

Services, including physical and mental health care, day and night shelter, and the like, are needed resources for many

people without housing. However these services do not address the basic need and right to be in public spaces. For those

who need these services, they are so severely limited that many people do not have the option to access them--and thus

being told to “move along” out of public spaces into these services is often not possible. Furthermore, many people do

not need any of these services, so trying to force them into these services is a violation of their basic rights and needs.

Using camping bans—and other such laws criminalizing necessary life-sustaining acts—as a “tool” to connect people

with services that often do not exist or do not meet the person’s actual need to rest is wrong and unnecessary.

The Right to Rest Act would not affect localities’ ability to enforce laws against such things as trespassing on private

property, littering, or obstructing passageways. It would simply end the practice of criminalizing people for the simple

acts of resting or sharing food in public listed in the bill.

Homelessness, and the criminalization thereof, are of statewide concern. Because local jurisdictions are increasingly

passing and enforcing such unconstitutional ordinances and rules, a state law is needed to prevent such occurrences.

The solution to homelessness is attainable housing, but this is not being implemented today and meanwhile people who

lack a home, and must therefore conduct their survival activities in public space, are being treated as criminals. We must

work to correct both wrongs--the criminalization of homelessness and the lack of affordable housing for all--at the same

time.

Visit Our Website @
Coloradohomelessbillofrights.org

or visit

wraphome.org
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