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The 431 people in 1 2

Colorado cities who we

surveyed

revealed the

fol lowing

regarding

survival acts

in which they

were being

harrassed

and criminal ized by local

pol ice and private security:

70% have been harassed,

ticketed, or arrested for

sleeping, with 25% of these

being ticketed and 1 4%

being arrested.

64% have been harassed,

ticketed, or arrested for

sitting or lying down, with

1 5% being ticketed and 7%

being arrested.

50% have been harassed,

ticketed,

or arrested for loitering, with

1 4% ticketed and 6%

arrested.

60% have had their

belongings taken by police

or city employees.

73% have been denied

access to

bathrooms, with 23%

harassed, ticketed, or

arrested for urinating in

public due to lack of access

to bathrooms,

and 52%

denied access

to water.

Furthermore. . .

When asked, “Do police

ever harass you without

having any legal reason?”

79% said yes.

When asked,

“Have you encountered

private security guards

hassl ing people, ordering

people away or otherwise

policing public sidewalks or

parks?” 78% said yes.

48% have been harassed,

ticketed, or arrested for

standing up for another

person, with 1 0% ticketed

and 8% arrested.
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THE HOMELESS BILL

OF RIGHTS CAMPAIGN-
DDEENNVVEERR HHOOMMEELLEESSSS OOUUTT LLOOUUDD

SSUURRVVEEYY FF II NN DD II NNGGSS ::
in Colorado wil l create bil ls that
protect the fol lowing rights and
prohibit the enforcement of any
local laws that violate these
rights:

1 . The right to move freely,
rest, & sleep and protect
oneself from the elements in
public spaces. and without a
time-l imit that would
discriminate based on housing
status.

2. The right to occupy a legally
parked vehicle.

3. The right to reasonable
expectation of privacy of one's
property in public spaces

4. The right to eat, share,
accept, or give food in any
public space in which having
food is not prohibited.

5. The right to 24-hour access
to "hygiene facil ities. *this wil l be a
part of a separate bil l at a latter time"

By Art Hazlewood



Our nation professes to be founded on the
principle that all people have
the inalienable right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

However, for many homeless
people, even the most basic
rights are far from assured.

With a Homeless Bil l of Rights
we can help protect the rights
of homeless people and lay a
legal foundation for ending
homelessness.

Persons l iving in poverty are
often portrayed as authors of
their own misfortune, who can
remedy their situation by
simply “trying harder."

These prejudices and
stereotypes are often
reinforced by biased and
sensationalist media reports that
particularly target those living in
poverty who are victims of multiple
forms of discrimination, such as single
mothers, ethnic minorities,
indigenous people and migrants.

Such attitudes are so deeply entrenched that
they inform public policies and prevent
policymakers from addressing the systemic
factors that prevent persons l iving in poverty
from overcoming their situation.

a homeless bill ofrights addresses multiple
problems.

1 . protect homeless individuals
from
unfair targeting by law
enforcement,

2. set forth rights to housing
and non-emergency health
care

3. reflect critical societal
values,
such as the need to confront
and
counteract the stigma
associated with homelessness

4. provide the enforcement
mechanism necessary to
ensure that the existing rights
of homeless people are
realized

A judicial ly enforceable homeless bil l of rights
wil l streamline this process, providing
homeless individuals to access justice.

A homeless bil l of rights wil l combat the stigma
of homelessness and emphasize the basic
equality of al l the members of our society.

Valuing people equally, regardless of
whether they are homeless or housed.

The Front Lines Excerpts from National Law Center on Homelessness and
Poverty "From Wrongs to Rights"

What's This HBR All About Anyway?
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Late Breaking News!!

After countless hours, endless meetings, and some very
hard work from The HBR team, we have found a sponsor
for the Right-2-Rest bi l l and it wil l be going before the state

legislator this session!

Join us at the Capital to stand for our rights!

For more information Visit coloradohomelessbil lofrights.org



In Colorado Springs on October 30th 201 4,

The Gazette reported the fol lowing:

People arrested five times in 18 months in the

city's downtown could be banned from the

area under a provision to be enforced by

Colorado Springs police.

The geographical restrictions, as they are

called, are touted as a way to combat

vagrancy by removing repeat offenders

arrested for reasons such as aggressive

solicitation, trespassing and urination in public.

But they also could create a group of second-

class citizens unable to be in the city's core.

Any arrestable crimes committed downtown

could be subject to the restrictions.

This proposal fol lows directly in the footsteps

of mean-spirited and discriminatory laws of the

past used to keep select people out of public

spaces and the public consciousness.

Examples of these policies include Jim Crow

laws in the segregated South, where

“Sundown Towns” prohibited non-white people

from being present at night, and California’s

“Anti-Okie” law which, in the 1 930’s, made it

i l legal to bring extremely poor people into the

state.

Unti l the 1 970’s, several American cities had

on the books “ugly laws” to prohibit people with

disabil ities from being seen in public.

This Colorado Springs proposal aims to push

people "away" who ask for help and donations

due to poverty, who "tresspass" in order to

sleep or rest due to having no private home of

their own, and who urinate in public due to the

absence of publical ly accessible bathrooms.

When you have no money or home your

existence makes living without breaking some

law nearly impossible. And now Colorado

Springs is proposing to ban "these people"

from their precious downtown.

Read the ful l article here:

http: //m.gazette.com/repeat-criminal-offenders-
could-be-banned-from-downtown-colorado-
springs/article/1 540442
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Criminalization Tactics on Homelessness in Colorado news

In Fort Coll ins on August 8th 201 4, The

Coloradoan reported the fol lowing:

Fort Collins police located 54 illegal campsites
and issued 32 citations on Wednesday during
the latest city-initiated homeless enforcement
sweep,

mirroring a similar effort in May aimed at
curtailing a spiking number of illegal camps
primarily along the Poudre River. . . .

"The goal isn't to cite as many as we can,"
Patrol Division Chief Jerry Schiager said.

"The goal is to get the word out that it's illegal

behavior."

You heard it right from the police chief,

I f you don't have a home of your own the Fort

Coll ins laws declare your survival i l legal.

Read the ful l article here:

http: //www.coloradoan.com/story/news/local/2

01 4/08/07/police-issue-citations-homeless-

sweep/1 373241 7/

SLEEPING IS ILLEGAL BEHAVIOR.
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In Denver on November 1 3th 201 4, a record
cold day, the Denver Post reported the
fol lowing:

Scott Reed, Denver's Regional Transportation
District spokesman, said it's not RTD's job to
house the homeless at its facilities.

"We don't have any policies, specifically, about
people who appear to be homeless," he said.
"We ask people to leave who are loitering.

People are there to catch our service. If they're
there for a different purpose, that's loitering."

Hubb Crutchfield, a library security officer, said
as long as the homeless are sober and awake,
they can stay.

Library security officer Crutchfield also stated,
"Some people who come in on days like this
say the reason they're here is because they
don't want to die."

While homeless people are seeking shelter in
sub-zero weather "because they don't want to
die" RTD says "it's not their job to house the
homeless at its facil ities."

And while the public l ibrary al lows people with
no place to stay warm to be in the l ibrary, if
they fal l asleep, in spite of severe sleep
deprivation due to the absence of safe legal
places to sleep,

Read the ful l article here:

http: //www.denverpost.com/news/ci_269251 88
/shelters-ful l-denver-homeless-seek-refuge-
from-
record?utm_source=Homelessness+in+the+N
ews+11 .1 111 .1 7.1 4&utm_campaign=Homeless
ness+in+the+News+11 .1 1 -
1 1 .1 7.1 4&utm_medium=email

CCrriimmii nnaall ii zzaattii oonn II nn CCooll oorraaddoo.. CCoonn ttii nnuueedd .. .. .. ..

In Boulder on July 1 st 201 4 the Daily Camera
published an article titled

Boulder councilman, merchants warn of
downtown area 'taken over' by homeless

The article reported the fol lowing about a
handful of houseless people hanging out in a
public park: "It's a unique place
to hang out," [coulcilman]
Cowles said.

"There's Boulder Creek rushing
by. This is a wonderful place
and it's a place, actually, the
city's invested a fair amount of
money in.

But, for the most part, people
on the Hill aren't using that
really neat path to get downtown because of
their fear for their safety and what goes on
there.

" So what was supposedly making people too
frightened to use this area?

The article goes on to say. . .

At midday Monday, about a dozen people —
some with sleeping bags and large backpacks
— were sitting under trees in a grassy area
off the southeast corner ofArapahoe and
Broadway.

People with sleeping bags and backpacks.
That is who Boulder city council members,
businesses, and others deemed "frightening."

Boulder Police began regular visits to this
location and after a while those resting here in
the park moved along. . .

Only after one officer took
one of their bikes.
(see video of Cop Stealing
Bike here
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=jmyovh5kxw&feature=y
outu.be)

Read the ful l article here:

http: //www.dailycamera.com/
news/boulder/ci_260641 36/boulder-
councilman-merchants-warn-downtown-area-
taken
over?utm_source=Homelessness+in+the+Ne
ws+6.24-
6.30.1 4&utm_campaign=Homelessness+in+t
he+News+6.24-6.30.1 4&utm_medium=email

""tthheeyy aarree nnoott aalllloowweedd""
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Join Us at
200 East Colfax Avenue, Denver, CO 80203

the state capitol Building

THE RIGHT2REST FESTIVAL

Art, Music Food and poetry

and even more:

HOMELESS FOLKS OUT LOUD sharing personal stories of how Clorado laws are
criminal izing the homeless.

Where: at the state Capitol:
When: Feb. 2, 1 1 am - 2pm

come out and play music, share your spoken word or
just hang out.
I f you want more information Just visit us at

coloradohomelessbil lofrights.org
or call

720.940.5291
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Did you know
that most homeless people do have jobs?
Nearly one third (30.1 %) of respondents to the
201 3 Metro Denver Homeless Initiative's Point-
in-Time homeless persons count reported they
or someone in their family unit had worked in
the past month.

But minimum wage today cannot cover food,
hygiene items or bil ls- let alone a place to l ive!

Have you seen the rent prices in Colorado
today? They’re pretty high!

Housing Colorado explains, “In Colorado, the
Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom
apartment is $91 6.

In order to afford this level of rent and uti l i ties –
without paying more than 30% of income on
housing – a household must earn $3,052
monthly or $36,623 annually.

In Colorado, a minimum wage worker earns an
hourly wage of $8.23.

In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work
88 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.

Or a household must include 2.2 minimum
wage earners working 40 hours per week year-
round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR
affordable.”

Did you know
that some people ACTUALLY THINK that
homeless people WANT to smell bad and be
dirty?

Isn’t that ridiculous?!

There is a disturbing lack of hygiene facil ities
where homeless people can actual ly go to take
showers.

The Point-in-Time report done in 201 3 found

that there were nearly 5,000 homeless people
in Denver.

There are only 5 places where these folks can
take showers, and none of them are open for
more than 4 hours at a time, each with different
rules and requirements regarding their use.

Basical ly, only around,1 0% of people are able
to take a shower on any given day.

“GO TAKE A SHOWER YOU DIRTY MONKEYS!! !”.. . .

For some people
homelessness may be a choice,
but in order to understand the deeper truth we
must ask what other choices the person had.

For instance, a teen could CHOOSE to
become homeless because their family
dynamic is more miserable to deal with than
being homeless, so they leave.

Or someone may “choose” to be homeless
rather than keep striking out in their efforts to
land a job, or knowing any job they might get
wil l not pay enough for them to afford housing.

Or being homeless may seem preferable to
continuing in a job where they are overworked,
underpaid and mistreated.

There is Section 8 housing, but Denver only
opens its Section 8 housing choice voucher l ist
once a year, and then it’s a lottery and only a
small percentage gets picked, and then many
of them can’t find an apartment that fal ls within
their rent l imit, and that wil l rent to a Section 8
voucher holder.

Also, the requirements to get housing exclude
anyone who has had a felony--even if the
charge is from ten or even forty years ago.

HHOOMMEELLEESSSS MMYYTTHH BBUUSSTTIINNGG!!

“HOMELESSNESS IS A CHOICE!”... .

TTHHEERREE AARREE JJ UU SSTT NNOOTT EENNOOUUGGHH SSHHOOWWEERRSS !!

““GGOO GGEETT AA JJOOBB YYOOUU LLAAZZYY BBUUMMSS!! ”” .. .. .. ..
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Continued. . . . . .



There are many reasons why people become
homeless, and many reasons why they tend to
stay homeless.

People become homeless because of
foreclosures, job loss, family problems,
burglary, and bankruptcy.
In fact, the most common reported reasons for
homelessness in Denver are loss of a job,
housing costs and breakup of the family.

I f these people could have kept their job, kept
their family together, or paid for housing, you
can be sure they would never have “chosen” to
experience homelessness!

34% of people experiencing homelessness
have a physical or mental disabil ity and either
receive no income or their disabil ity income is
insufficient to pay for housing.

Those receiving SSI payments--usually $733
per month--receive less than the average
monthly rent for a 1 bedroom apartment in
Denver.

Widespread, chronic homelessness emerged
in the late 1 970s and early 1 980s, in part a
result of mental institutions across the nation
shutting their doors or reducing their beds, and
relying on community based housing and

services to fi l l the gap.

What has been provided has proven woeful ly
inadequate to meet the needs.
As a result, thousands of people in Colorado
with serious mental i l lness are bouncing
between the streets, jai ls, and emergency
rooms, and only a very ignorant person would
call this a CHOICE!

People whose homelessness can be attributed
to their drugs or alcohol use most l ikely did not
CHOOSE to be alcoholics and addicts.

Substance use dependency is a serious
mental health disorder according to the DSM-V
(the “bible” of mental health practitioners).

What those who suffer from this disorder need
is not our condemnation but rather HOUSING
AND TREATMENT--with housing being a form
of treatment in itself.

Saying they CHOSE to be addicts and
alcoholics, and therefore CHOSE to be
homeless, is l ike saying someone with cancer
CHOSE that disease.

64% of all homeless people counted in the 201 3 Metro Denver Point-in-time survey were
members of famil ies with children under 1 8 and 42% of homeless people in the Denver metro
area are women.

“HOMELESS PEOPLE ARE JUST ALL MEN.”

Only 1 8.3% of homeless people counted in the
201 3 Point-in-time count have a substance
abuse issue.

According to the National Survey on Drug Use
and Health, an estimated 20 mil l ion Americans
age 1 2 or older used an il legal drug in the past
30 days.

This estimate represents 8% percent of the
population age 1 2 years old or older."

What that means is - housed folks have
substance abuse issues too, and the
difference between the general population and
people who are homelessness is only 1 0% -
we're not that different from one another!

“HOMELESS PEOPLE ARE JUST DRUGGIES AND DRUNKS"....
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-Endorse the five principles of our Homeless Bil l of Rights Campaign

-Come to Homeless Bil l of Rights meetings every Wednesday at 2:30pm at the American

Friends Service Committee room in the Court House Square Apt building (901 W 1 4th Ave - 1 4th

and Santa Fe - across from King Soopers).

-Share how these laws criminal izing surviving in public space have affected your l ife by writing,

doing a video interview, or attending public meetings to speak on these issues.

-Create art about the criminal ization of homelessness.

-Use your own ideas to carry out actions that support the Homeless Bil l of Rights campaign and

the work to end the criminal ization of homelessness in Colorado.

The Last Page

In our efforts towards a homeless bil l of rights we final ly have all of our data compiled and ready
to be discussed with the public and with legislators. We used this data to figure out what are the
most important aspects that we should include in our bil l .

We are working with graduate students on the analysis, and we have been working on new
materials to educate the public and keep our supporters updated.

We have also been talking to Legislators and House Representatives to sponsor our bil l .

We are contacting other organizations to see if they would l ike to be an endorser of our bil l .

I f you would l ike to know more about our process you can email your questions to:

Through the Western Regional Advocacy Project (WRAP) California, Oregon, Washington,

and Colorado are working together in this Homeless Bill ofRights Campaign to end the

criminalization ofhomelessness and build a movement that exposes and eliminates the root

causes of civil and human rights abuses ofpeople experiencing poverty and homelessness in

our communities.

CCoolloorraaddoo
HHoommeelleessss BBiillll OOff RRiigghhttss

NNeewwss

HHOOWW YYOOUU CCAANN GGEETT II NN VVOOLLVVEEDD

info@denverhomelessoutloud.org

Visit our Website: coloradohomelessbil lofrights.org
or

Call Us 720-940-5291




